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STATE HOUSING LAW, 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

CODE AND TITLE  17

EXISTING HAZARDS
CREATED HAZARDS/

UNSAFE 
RENOVATION
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IS THIS 
LEAD?

1965
HOUSE

ALL PAINT ON PRE-1978 BUILDINGS IS

PRESUMED TO BE LEAD-BASED PAINT

• Unless it has been tested by a professional

and shown not to be lead-based paint.

• Chemical test kits are not sufficient to say

paint is not lead-based paint

C A L I F O R N I A  C O D E  O F  R E G U L A T I O N S

PRESUMED LEAD-
BASED PAINT
T.17 | CCR, §35043 



STATE HOUSING LAW  |  H&S §17920.10

D E T E R I O R A T E D  L E A D -

B A S E D  P A I N T *

I N C L U D I N G  

P R E S U M E D

L E A D  

C O N T A M I N A T E D  

D U S T

(A) ANY PORTION OF A BUILDING OR PREMISES THAT CONTAINS LEAD HAZARDS IS IN
VIOLATION OF THE STATE HOUSING LAW. LEAD HAZARDS UNDER THIS PART ARE:



STATE HOUSING LAW  |  H&S §17920.10

L E A D  C O N T A M I N A T E D  

S O I L

D I S T U R B I N G  L E A D -

B A S E D  P A I N T  

W I T H O U T  

C O N T A I N M E N T

(A) ANY PORTION OF A BUILDING OR PREMISES THAT CONTAINS LEAD HAZARDS IS IN
VIOLATION OF THE STATE HOUSING LAW. LEAD HAZARDS UNDER THIS PART ARE:
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UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH MAY ENFORCE 17920.10

H & S  § 1 7 9 6 1  |   H E A L T H  D E P A R T M E N T  O R  

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  D E P A R T M E N T  M A Y,  I N  

A D D I T I O N  T O  T H E  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T,  

E N F O R C E  1 7 9 2 0 . 1 0 .  A G E N C I E S  S H A L L  

C O O R D I N A T E  E N F O R C E M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S  T O  

A V O I D  U N N E C E S S A R Y  D U P L I C A T I O N .

H & S  § 1 7 9 6 0  | T H E  B U I L D I N G  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E V E R Y  C I T Y  O R  

C O U N T Y  S H A L L  E N F O R C E  W I T H I N  

I T S  J U R I S D I C T I O N  A L L  T H E  

P R O V I S I O N S  O F  T H I S  P A R T



TITLE 17 §36050
LEAD-SAFE WORK 
PRACTICES

LEAD ACTIVITIES:

U S E  C O N T A I N M E N T

E N S U R E  W O R K  A R E A  H A S  N O  

V I S I B L E  D U S T  O R  D E B R I S  U P O N  

C O M P L E T I O N

D E M O N S T R A T E  C O M P L I A N C E  W I T H  A B O V E  

T O  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O R  L O C A L  

E N F O R C E M E N T  A G E N C Y



COMPLIANCE:
EXISTING HAZARDS



GOALSV O L U N T A R Y  C O M P L I A N C E

E D U C A T E  T H E  

P U B L I C  A N D  

R A I S E  A W A R E N E S S

N O T I C E  A N D  O R D E R

• PAINT USING LEAD-SAFE PRACTICES
• TEST: STATE CERTIFIED INSPECTOR/ ASSESSOR



HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 

§17920.10

(STATE HOUSING LAW):

LEAD HAZARDS ARE A CONDITION OF SUBSTANDARD HOUSING

VIOLATION OF §17920.10 IS A VIOLATION OF THE STATE HOUSING LAW AND, 

PURSUANT TO §17995 IS A MISDEMEANOR



DETERIORATED LEAD -BASED PAINT

H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y  C O D E  

§ 1 0 5 2 5 6 :  A U T H O R I T Y  T O  

I S S U E  A N  O R D E R  T O  A B A T E  

F O R  A  C O N D I T I O N  T H A T  

H A S  C R E A T E D  A  L E A D  

H A Z A R D

T .  1 7 ,  C C R ,  § 3 5 0 2 2 :  

I N C L U D E S  D E T E R I O R A T E D  

P R E S U M E D  L E A D - B A S E D  

P A I N T



EXAMPLE 1

• IF LBP: REPAIR AND DISCLOSE

• NOT LBP: NO FURTHER REPAIR NEEDED

O R D E R  T O  R E P A I N T  D E T E R I O R A T E D  P R E S U M E D  L B P  

U S I N G  L E A D - S A F E  P R A C T I C E

( O W N E R  H A S  O P T I O N  T O  T E S T )

• DA /PROSECUTOR REFERRAL

• PAINT TESTING BEFORE COURT CASE



EXAMPLE 2

• IF LBP: REPAIR AND DISCLOSE

• NOT LBP: NO FURTHER REPAIR NEEDED

O W N E R  R E Q U I R E D  T O  H I R E  L E A D  I N S P E C T O R  T O  T E S T  

D E T E R I O R A T E D  P A I N T

• FINE AND/OR MISDEMEANOR CRIMINAL CITATION

• ADDITIONAL REMEDIES: CIVIL SUIT AND RECEIVERSHIP



FAILURE TO 

COMPLY

• $1,000 FINE AND/OR 6 MONTHS IN JAIL. 

MISDEMEANOR CRIMINAL CITATION

• SUBSEQUENT VIOLATIONS AT SAME ADDRESS: 

$5,000 FINE AND 6 MONTHS IN JAIL

• CONDITION OF PROBATION FOR SUSPENDED JAIL 

TERM CAN MANDATE SALE OF RENTAL HOUSING

• RECEIVERSHIP

H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y  C O D E  § 1 7 9 9 5



HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 
§105256 
P R OV I D E S E N F O R C E M E N T  AU T H O R I T Y  
I N  A D D I T I O N  TO  S TAT E  H O U S I N G  L AW

• AUTHORITY TO ORDER THE ABATEMENT OF A LEAD 

HAZARD

• ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY VESTED WITH MANY 

AGENCIES AND AN ADDITIONAL $1,000 FINE FOR NON-

COMPLIANCE
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C L E A R A N C E  

T E S T I N G  

R E Q U I R E D

• LEAD HAZARD CONTROL WORK DONE IN RESPONSE TO A CASE 

OF LEAD POISONING (T.17)

• PERMANENT ABATEMENT PROJECTS (T.17)

• CERTAIN FEDERALLY-ASSISTED HOUSING UNITS

• (LEAD SAFE HOUSING RULE)

*ACHHD STRONGLY RECOMMENDS CLEARANCE TESTING AFTER PAINT DISTURBING WORK WHERE CHILDREN UNDER SIX LIVE OR SPEND TIME



OFFICER DISCRETION

• Lead-Poisoned Child  (EBL - Elevated Blood Lead 

Level)

• Child-occupied facilities (Site or neighboring 

property)

• Neighboring properties, especially with children, 

pregnant occupant

C O N S I D E R A T I O N



COMPLIANCE:
CREATED HAZARDS/ UNSAFE 

RENOVATION



PRO-ACTIVE STEPS FOR WORK REQUIRING 

PERMITS:

E D U C A T I O N / R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

• P E R M I T  O F F I C E  I N F O R M A T I O N

• P L A N  S E T  S T I C K E R  O R  S T A M P

S I G N E D  A C K N O W L E D G M E N T

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  C H E C K - R R P  C E R T F I C A T I O N



UNSAFE RENOVATION 

COMPLAINTS

• DOCUMENTATION CHECK: JOB FILE, CLEANING VERIFICATION

• QUALIFICATIONS CHECK/REQUIRE (RRP)

• NOTICE AND ORDER TO ABATE



FAILURE TO USE LEAD-
SAFE WORK PRACTICES

T I T L E 1 7 , C C R , § 3 6 0 5 0 : L E A D S A F E W O R K

P R A C T I C E S R E Q U I R E D F O R A N Y

R E M O D E L I N G A C T I V I T Y I N P R E - 1 9 7 8

B U I L D I N G



FAILURE TO USE LEAD-
SAFE WORK PRACTICES

N O P E R S O N S H A L L P E R F O R M L E A D -

R E L A T E D C O N S T R U C T I O N O N A N Y

R E S I D E N T I A L O R P U B L I C B U I L D I N G I N A

M A N N E R T H A T C R E A T E S A L E A D H A Z A R D



TITLE  17,  CCR,  §36050:

• LEAD SAFE WORK PRACTICES: REQUIRED 

FOR ANY REMODELING ACTIVITY IN PRE-

1978 BUILDING
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HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 
§105255:  

• NO PERSON SHALL PERFORM LEAD-RELATED 

CONSTRUCTION ON ANY RESIDENTIAL OR 

PUBLIC BUILDING IN A MANNER THAT 

CREATES A LEAD HAZARD
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ORDER TO ABATE OR CEASE 

AND DESIST

HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE §105256: AUTHORITY TO ISSUE 

AN ORDER TO ABATE FOR A CONDITION OR ACTIVITY 

THAT IS CREATING OR HAS CREATED A LEAD HAZARD







RELEVANT CODES:

H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y  C O D E  § 1 0 5 2 5 6 :  A U T H O R I T Y  T O  I S S U E  A N  O R D E R  T O  A B A T E  

F O R  A  C O N D I T I O N  T H A T  H A S  C R E A T E D  A  L E A D  H A Z A R D

D E T E R I O R A T E D  L E A D - B A S E D  P A I N T

• H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y  C O D E  S E C T I O N  1 7 9 2 0 . 1 0  ( S T A T E  H O U S I N G  L A W )

• H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y  C O D E  S E C T I O N  1 0 5 2 5 6

• F A I L U R E  T O  U S E  L E A D - S A F E  W O R K  P R A C T I C E S / C R E A T I N G  A  L E A D  H A Z A R D  H E A L T H  A N D  

S A F E T Y  C O D E  S E C T I O N  1 0 5 2 5 5  |  T I T L E  1 7 ,  C A  C O D E  O F  R E G U L A T I O N S ,  S E C .  3 6 0 5 0  

H E A L T H  A N D  S A F E T Y  C O D E  § 1 7 9 2 0 . 1 0 :

ANY PORTION OF A BUILDING OR PREMISES THAT CONTAINS LEAD HAZARDS IS IN VIOLATION OF THE 
STATE HOUSING LAW. LEAD HAZARDS UNDER THIS PART ARE:

• DETERIORATED LEAD-BASED PAINT-INCLUDING PRESUMED.

• LEAD-CONTAMINATED DUST

• LEAD-CONTAMINATED SOIL

• DISTURBING LEAD-BASED PAINT WITHOUT CONTAINMENT
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