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“There is no safe level of lead for children…” 

The American Academy of Pediatrics, October 2007 

Recently the Alameda County Healthy Homes Department embarked on a new 

initiative called the Healthy Child Initiative (HCI) to increase childhood lead 

testing rates by 25% by 2015. While this initiative focuses its work in the Hay-

ward area, HCI’s best practice recommendations will be implemented county-

wide. This data driven initiative involves community agencies, laboratories, 

families and most importantly you, the medical provider. Efforts began by set-

ting up a provider survey to solicit feedback on how best to support your efforts 

to test children for lead.  You can still complete this short survey by going to 

www.surveymonkey.com/s/AlamedaCountyProviderSurvey.  In the survey we 

ask you to identify the most common barriers to completing a blood lead test.  

Your feedback is instrumental in putting together various resources to assist you. 

So far, preliminary survey results reveal that your greatest barrier is assisting 

patients follow through at an offsite laboratory. The HCI has developed a Promo-

tores Pilot project to serve as liaison between the medical provider, the patient, 

and the laboratory.  Our community health promoters, Promotores, are English/

Spanish speaking and are assigned to families in Central and South Alameda 

County.  Promotores work with families as health navigators to address any bar-

riers that might prevent them from keeping the lab appointment.  This service is 

available now by contacting HCI at 510-567-8000. 

Additional barriers identified have been the patient’s fear of the blood lead test.  

In response, staff has worked with offsite laboratories like Quest and LabCorp, to 

ensure that an experienced pediatric phlebotomist conducts the test and parents 

or caregivers have the best customer friendly experience. 

Staff is also conducting medical provider site visits to provide resources such as: 

Quick Reference Guide for Elevated Blood Lead Levels, referral forms to ser-

vices such as the Promotores Pilot, Lead Risk Questionnaires for children and 

pregnant women in Spanish and English, and other useful materials. 

What else can we do for you?  Did we miss something?  Could we do something 

better? As partners in serving your patients, your feedback is vital. We are striv-

ing to provide you with more effective resources to support your practice.  Com-

plete our survey at www.surveymonkey.com/s/AlamedaCountyProviderSurvey, 

call us at 510-567-8000 or contact Ruben Briones at 510-567-8253. We are 

happy to work with you! 

Your opinion will aide in our 

health care provider lead poison-

ing prevention outreach efforts.  
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The Alameda County Healthy Homes Department and City of Berkeley Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention provide 

services to Alameda County and Berkeley residents as they relate to reducing lead exposure in children. Services range 

from nursing case management for children with blood lead levels above 15 µg/dL to health education for children with 

levels between 5-14 µg/dL.  

We also provide resources to property owners on lead-safe practices, such as free lead-safe painting and remodeling 

classes, In-Home Consultations, access to HEPA-Vacuums and more! For more information about our case management 

services and programs, or to refer a client to our services, please feel free to contact us at the information listed above. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

The Alameda County Lead Poisoning Prevention Program is now under the Healthy Homes Department.  We will con-

tinue to utilize a multi-disciplinary approach (nursing/health, housing, environmental) to address lead poisoning and 

other housing related health issues. 

“The connection between the health and the dwelling of the population is one of the most important that exists”.  …  

Florence Nightingale (1860) 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT LEAD EXPOSURE AND 

TESTING DURING PREGNANCY? 

Conduct a Prenatal Lead Risk Questionnaire: 

      Available in English/Spanish:  electronically and/or on our website    

      www.achhd.org 

 

Check our website (www.achhd.org ) for the entire 2010 Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) Guidelines for the Identification and Management of Lead 

Exposure in Pregnant and Lactating Women 

 

Call or email specific questions to our Health Services Manager: 

        Julie Kurko, RN at (510) 567-8267    or    Julie.kurko@achhd.org 

mailto:publichealth@cityofberkeley.info
http://www.achhd.org
http://www.achhd.org
mailto:Julie.kurko@achhd.org
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